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of the accused minister. Mr. Pitt is certainly the best speaker in the House of Commons. He explains his conduct in a manner highly honorable to himself, but; on the other hand, Fox and Sheridan, who follow him, make many sharp and shrewd observations." ,
" Mr. Hammond tells me [March- ad] that the ratification of the treaty had not reached America, but only a copy of it. He attributes this to a neglect of Mr. Deas, and seems to think that the Americans here in office are not friendly. He also tells me that five thousand horses were to be purchased in America for the cavalry sent out from hence. This is enormous. Mr. Pinckney comes to see me ; he seems desirous of information, without asking it. I ask him if he has seen Franklin, and what accounts he brings. He tells me that Franklin seems to know nothing about public affairs in France. I ask him what Monroe says. He tells me that Monroe, he believes, is very little acquainted with what is passing. I say that I have reason to believe he is not now well pleased or well treated. He says that the government have been cool towards him ever since Mr. Jay's treaty; moreover, that the French are now taking our vessels in the West Indies bound to British ports. On my mentioning my surprise ut the number of horses bought up for the West Indies, he tells me that the British are purchasing in America all kinds of live stock they can lay hold of, of every kind. I dine at home and go in the evening to the opera. There is a very fine ballet."
Private advices from Paris of an alarming nature having come to Morris, he hastened to communicate them to Washington on March 4th, as follows :
"A fleet is to conduct to you the new French Minister, who will be directed to exact in the space of fifteen days a categorical answer to certain questions. What these are flag.ith Russia might stand in the way, but, after making certain propo-ed, and the other half in specie, The         [December i4th], tells me that the French have made a
